
November 8, 2018 
 

Greetings friends,  
 

This week has been difficult at Grace as three of our members went home to 
Jesus. Each of them was afflicted with a different cancer and each battled 
hard for years to overcome the ravages of their respective illnesses. We 
were blessed by their presence in our life at Grace and in our personal 
relationships with each of them. Heaven’s gain is our very great loss. 
George Mackey, Julie Jacobson and Dennis Michel will be sorely missed. 
 

I didn’t know George well, but found him to be friendly and ever eager to visit. He cared for his 
wife, Delores, for several years in their home before her passing a few years ago. George had 
many friends who remember him with great fondness. God bless our memories of George. 
 

Julie was particularly well known to many of our younger members as she was a faithful 
Sunday school teacher of our youngest Sunday school kids for many years. Her love for her 
charges was genuine and she took her responsibility as their first Sunday school teacher very 
seriously. Julie was a loyal and effective committee member and a fun, dear friend to many of 
us at Grace. She was a wonderful mom to Kaitlyn and loving daughter to Sue. God blessed us 
by sharing such a gem with us, may He continue to bless our precious memories of Julie.  
 

What a tremendous blessing Denny was to his many friends here at Grace and all around the 
community. He genuinely cared deeply for his friends and could brighten any mood, lighten 
any room and lift any heart with his unfailingly cheerful demeanor, imaginative antics and 
clever wit. Denny made a positive impact wherever he went. His presence and participation in 
a project was always a difference maker in finding success. His devotion to his many civic 
concerns, his church, his friends and most of all to his family was integral to who he was as a 
man. Denny gave us many a good laugh in our years with him on earth. We’ll miss him and his 
fun-loving ways. May God bless Gini and Caleb and all of the Michel family as they will feel his 
loss most deeply. And God bless each of us as we remember our joy-filled friend, Denny. 
 

This Week at Grace – Pastor Jonathan’s message this week, “A Giving Journey: Out of Community” 
is inspired by Acts 4:32-37. We will celebrate Harvest Home by blessing our collective donation to the 
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry. Also this week, our Touch of Grace Bells will play TWO songs, 
“Bringing in the Sheaves” and in remembrance of our veterans, “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”. 
George Janvrin will serve as liturgist. Greeters this week are Cindy Spurlock and Dave & Mary 
Loupee. Those serving as ushers include Tim & Kim Tryon Doug Doolittle and George Janvrin. 
Worship begins at 9:15 with a time of snacks and coffee fellowship following. Sunday school classes 
meet at 10:30. At 11:30, we hope we’ll have a soup lunch in Fellowship Hall - please join us!  

  

 
 
 

Please bring donations for the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry THIS Sunday for our HARVEST 
HOME observance at Grace. We will bless the donated food as a part of our worship service. 
Please keep in mind small packages of flour, sugar and other staples are appreciated as more 
families receive a little rather than one or two getting a lot (food products may not be opened 
and divided into smaller packets like paper products can). Think “Thanksgiving” when 
selecting things to share – cans of pumpkin, evaporated milk, Crisco, cranberry sauce, etc. 
Also, paper products are always most welcome. 
 

Pledge Cards for 2019 - You are welcome to turn in your pledge card this Sunday or next. On the 
18th of November we will bless all of the pledge cards received. Thank you for being generous in your 
giving plan for 2019. 
 

Meals on Wheels – Nov. 12 Henricks; Nov. 13 Semler; Nov 14 Johnson; Nov. 15 Johnson; Nov. 16 
Henricks Thank you all for your service! 



Please come and lend a hand on Friday, November 9th (tomorrow), from 4-6 p.m. and Saturday, 
November 10th, from 9 a.m. – Noon. Those are our all-church clean-up days at Grace. As always, 
there will be leaves to rake and inside projects to take care of, too. Think about what tasks you’d like 
to help out with and bring the proper tools to accomplish your goal. 
 

You’re invited to an All-Church Soup Lunch followed by game time after worship and Sunday school 
THIS Sunday, November 11th in Fellowship Hall. Soups, beverages and tableware will be provided. 
You’re invited to bring salad or dessert to share. We’ll enjoy a couple group games (with fabulous 
prizes) and then settle down to play favorite games that you bring. Please join us for a delightful time 
of good food, great fellowship and FUN!   
 

FYI - Bethany Life will be offering a support group opportunity for caregivers of those 
suffering with dementia or Alzheimer’s. The group begins meeting on November 27th from 4-
5:30 pm in the Bethany Manor Chapel. 
 

Riley Larson was one of 5 students selected from Roland Story 7th & 8th graders to 
participate in the South Central Iowa Bandmasters Association Honor Band, playing 
percussion.  The concert was held November 6 at Ankeny Centennial High School.  Congratulations 
to Riley and his parents, Brent and Jody, on this musical accomplishment. 
 

Next Sunday, Christmas gift request slips for children in need in the Roland-Story area will be 
available in the narthex. Please pick one up and help to make a child’s Christmas a little brighter this 
year. If shopping for gifts isn’t your thing, please be generous in your giving at the 3rd Sunday Brunch 
next Sunday – the recipient of our free-will offering will be Roland-Story’s Angel Tree Program. 
 

As you pray this week, please remember these friends and hold each up in special prayer:  
Denny Michel’s family and friends, the family & friends of George Mackey; Julie Jacobson’s family 
and friends; Sara Dappen; Velda Frette; George Sellers; Pat Skowronski; Sally Donald (Judy A’s 
sister); Joan Cooney; Karen (Mrs. Kent) Keech; Lois Johnson; Jackie Royer (Sharla’s friend); Cooper 
Leeman; Taylor family in Africa 
 
   

News You Can Use 
Sunday, November 11 – Harvest Home and Veteran’s Sunday 
     8:00 AM Trustees 
     9:15 AM Worship – Touch of Grace Bells play 
   10:15 AM Coffee Fellowship 
   10:30 AM Sunday school 
   11:30 AM All Church Soup Lunch & Games 
Monday, November 12 
     5:30 PM SPRC 
     7:00 PM Worship 
Wednesday, November 14 
     1:30 PM UMW 
     7:00 PM Choir  
     8:00 PM Bell Choir  
Thursday, November 15 
    7:00 PM Bible Study at McNamaras’ 
Sunday, November 18 – Stewardship Sunday 
     9:15 AM Worship – Choir sings 
   10:15 AM Brunch – Egg bake – proceeds to Angel Tree 
   10:30 AM Sunday school 
 
 



A Celebration of Life service honoring Julie Jacobson will be held at a later date – watch this space 
for particulars as they become available. 
 
A memorial service for Denny Michel is planned for 10:00 a.m. Saturday, November 24th here at 
Grace. Visitation will also be here from 5:00-7:00 on Friday evening, November 23rd.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
Please “like” our Facebook page, @storycitygrace and receive regular updates on “what’s happening” at Grace 
Church! Our website, www.grace-umc.com is full of information and pictures about the life and activities of our Grace 
Church family. Please check it out! 
 

 

Faithfully, Cathy  

http://www.grace-umc.com/

