
September 6, 2018 
 

Greetings friends,  
 

As you know, I love to reminisce about my experiences with this church family 
in my growing up years. It is likely true with every generation, but boy, I really 
feel like I grew up in a golden era of American life. This week, as we prepare to 
resume our Sunday school program, I’ve really enjoyed thinking about life in 
the 60s to early 70s. 

 

Back in the day at our house, Saturday evenings were spent getting baths, washing (and 
curling) hair, and laying out clothing for Sunday school. In my mind’s eye I can see my five 
siblings and me, pink and glowing from our baths, dressed in our jammies and watching 
Lawrence Welk. Mom would be patiently twisting her daughters’ hair onto pink plastic or foam 
curlers. Dad would be checking to make sure ears were clean and fingernails clipped. And my 
oldest brother, Scott, and I would be polishing and shining up everyone’s shoes. We had a 
little station set up on newspaper with brushes, shining cloths, and both paste and liquid 
polishes in black or white (my saddle shoes were a challenge and a delight because I got to 
use TWO polishes). It was a weekly routine all through our childhood, as regular as the 
starburst clock that hung on the living room wall. By 8:30, all of us kids were tucked into our 
beds and Mom and Dad had collapsed in front of the TV to watch their own Saturday night 
programs. 
 

Sunday mornings consisted of breakfast and real OJ in our special etched Sunday juice 
glasses (very fancy because they also were gold rimmed). During the week it was Hi-C or Tang 
in little plastic glasses – not nearly as inspiring. By 8:50 (8:40 if we were walking to the 
church) we were all neatly dressed, Bibles in hand of the older ones, and a shiny dime in each 
of our pockets for Sunday school offering (back then, that was a princely sum). We rarely 
missed – I think each of us had a least a couple “perfect attendance” pins to our credit.  
 

We all looked forward to Sunday school. We loved our teachers and enjoyed the familiar 
songs and new lessons each week. Just as I know our young ones do today. What a 
wonderful legacy to share with them. Sunday school begins at 10:30 this Sunday morning. 
 
 

This Week at Grace – Pastor Jonathan’s message this week, “Wisdom and Women: #HerToo” is 
inspired by Mark 7:24-37. Our Touch of Grace Bell Choir returns with the song, “The Little Brown 
Church” and David Loupee will serve as liturgist! Greeters this week are Lorijo Lounsberry and 
George Sellers. Those serving as ushers include Stephanie Fournier (2) and Christine Marti. Worship 
begins at 9:15 with Coffee Fellowship following, and Sunday school classes meet at 10:30 - please 
join us!  
 
 

Fun Fellowship Opportunity! Several Grace Church families with campers have reserved spots on 
the Circle camping area on the east end of Little Wall Lake THIS Friday and Saturday 
September 7 and 8. There is room nearby to set up tents for those that don’t have campers, but 
would like to come share in the fun. Tent campers can come set up any time after 2 pm on Friday 
afternoon. Please feel free to join the group for one night or both nights! For those of us who really 
aren’t interested in camping, but love a good campfire and a special shared time with friends, please 
join the happy campers either or both evenings around 7:30 or so. Those who plan to join the 
campfire fun, please bring a snack to share, the beverage of your choosing and a lawn chair(s). You 
may stay for as long as you like, but be aware, the over-nighters may choose to call it a night at 
midnight! We hope everyone can come for at least one evening of fun! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS THIS SUNDAY AT 10:30 AM! 



On Sunday, September 16th we are all invited to attend the Installation of Rev. Carol Kress as 
our new North Central District Superintendent. The ceremony will take place beginning at 2:30 
p.m. in the First UMC Church of Iowa Falls (619 Main St.). For anyone who may be interested, 
there is a volunteer choir that will rehearse at 2:00. The choir will sing “Lord of the Dance.” 
 

Prayer Shawl knitters – we’re in need of shawls. Sadly, we’ve had several requests in the last few 
weeks and need to replenish our collection.  Thank you. 
 

The Nov/Dec Upper Room devotional magazines are here! Please find them in the Narthex.  
 

You’re invited to our Third Sunday Brunch following the worship service next Sunday 
morning. On the menu – Biscuits and Gravy! Our Mission Focus for the month of September is the 
Crop Walk for Hunger with all proceeds from the brunch going to that concern. The Crop Walk will 
take place on October 14th in Brookside Park in Ames. The Mission Committee would love to 
send a couple teams on the 3+ mile walk. Contact Missions Chair, Gloria Sampson, for more 
information. 
 

We received an invitation from Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Radcliffe to an evening of food 
and entertainment on Thursday, September 13 at 6:30 p.m.  It is a guest night salad supper. 
 

As you pray this week, please remember these friends and hold each up in special prayer:  
George Sellers; Sally Donald (Judy A’s sister); Joan Cooney; Karen (Mrs. Kent) Keech; Julie 
Jacobson; George Sellers; Denny Michel; Lois Johnson; Jackie Royer (Sharla’s friend); Cooper 
Leeman; Taylor family in Africa 
 

Committee Chairs who were given forms to complete with their committees for Charge 
Conference are reminded to get them into the office by next Sunday, September 16th. Our 
Charge Conference this year is set for September 30th from 2:00-4:30 p.m. at First UMC in 
Ames. 
   
 

News You Can Use 
Sunday, September 9 – Rally Sunday 
     9:15 AM Worship – Bells Play – Blessing our Education staff – Third Grade Bibles 
   10:15 AM Coffee Fellowship 
   10:30 AM Sunday school begins! 
Monday, September 10 
    5:30 PM SPRC 
    7:00 PM Worship  
Wednesday, September 12 
     1:30 PM UMW 
     7:00 PM Choir begins 
     8:00 PM Bell Choir begins 
Sunday, September 16       
     9:15 AM Worship – Choir is back! 
   10:15 AM Brunch – Biscuits & Gravy – Hunger Crop Walk 
   10:30 AM Sunday school  
 
Please “like” our Facebook page, @storycitygrace and receive regular updates on “what’s happening” at Grace 
Church! Our website, www.grace-umc.com is full of information and pictures about the life and activities of our Grace 
Church family. Please check it out! 
 

 

Faithfully, Cathy  

http://www.grace-umc.com/

