
August 9, 2018 
 

Greetings friends,  
 

One of this summer’s fun activities among several of my friends has 
been peace pole painting. The first peace pole was erected in Japan in 
1955 to make a public statement encouraging prayers for peace in the 
world. These monuments can be huge – the largest pole (52 feet) is in 
Janesville, Wisconsin. The variations on the theme of the public peace 
pole can be in found in over 180 countries with more than 100,000 in 
existence. 
 

The creative project that several of us embraced was inspired by the 
peace poles, but is far more humble in materials and execution. Our 

poles are fiberglass fence posts, are only about 4 feet tall and are hand-painted. The poles can 
deliver any number of messages from peace to welcome or a street address or a family name. 
They are designed to sit in our gardens or flower beds as ornaments. 
 

When I take classes like this, I often regard them as a social engagement with a prize at the 
end. Although there was some talk as we worked, it was relatively quiet and pretty much any 
talk was related to the work at hand. We were too focused on our poles to do much visiting. 
And even with our diligence, few of us were able to complete the pole during the 4-hour class. 
 

We were given several patterns to choose from, but I chose to select my own colors and 
changed my pattern and words as I worked. Never in my life have I been able to follow a 
pattern precisely. I mixed colors and layered paint on different flowers, trying to add some 
dimension and interest. I didn’t know what I was doing, but pretended I did and found that 
experimenting was fun and interesting. I counted on the final outlining phase to bring clarity.  
 

When our class time ended, I was dismayed to find I was the dunce of the group. Everyone 
else’s pole was so much better painted than mine. Some had precisely followed their patterns 
and others clearly had some real artistic skills. My efforts garnished no comments – a sure 
sign of pity. I slunk out with my sorry, unfinished pole. It didn’t seem like much of a prize. 
 

A few days later I got out my paints and went to work on my pole at home. I added more 
flowers and leaves, continuing with my layered paint experiments. When the paint dried I got 
out my black sharpie marker (the prescribed finishing tool) and outlined and added definition 
to my design. My work took all afternoon as I relaxed and enjoyed the entire tranquil process.  
 

Some thoughts now that my project is completed: I’m glad I took the class even though there 
wasn’t as much of a chance to visit as I thought there would be. I guess, for me, painting is a 
solitary activity. It’s fun to take a class like this to learn techniques and gather ideas, but the 
peace of painting and the artistic expression involved (even when you begin with a traced 
pattern) are personal. There is no right or wrong, just experimentation and constant tweaking 
to try to match your vision to your project.  
 

I discovered again the perils of comparison. As I worked on my pole 
both in class and at home, I enjoyed the exercise and the opportunity to 
play with the paint and to create. It was only when I compared my 
project to those of my neighbor’s that I experienced any discontent. In 
the end, as I finished alone, I found peace and was even pleased with 
my pole. Now it sits proudly in our back yard, enhancing a mulched 
flowerbed in quiet splendor.  
 

The Peace Pole - its civic origins might be lofty, but even if the written 
message on a humble, hand-painted private pole isn’t one of peace, the 
pole can still bring it.   



This Week at Grace – Pastor Jonathan’s message this week, “Living Bread and Eternal LIfe” is 
inspired by John 6:35, 41-51. Milianna Carlson will provide our special music and Valerie & Owen 
Hubert make their debut as liturgists! Greeters this week are Mike & Patsy Jensen and Claudia Pauk. 
Those serving as ushers include The Larson family. Worship begins at 9:15. Java with Jesus (a time 
of fellowship – BYOB) begins at 8:45 in the narthex. Please join us!  

 
 
 

 

Pastor Jonathan invites folks to come meet him and have a get-to-know-you chat in his office 
or he is willing to go out and meet folks in their homes. Please contact him to set up a time! 
 

                                                      Email: Jonathan.cooney07@gmail.com 
                                                      Phone: (816) 616-0466 
 

As we prepare for the last steps in our office transformation over the next couple weeks we will 
be placing give-away items on the tables in Fellowship Hall. Please help yourself! 
 

The Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry is always in need of paper products including: Toilet paper, 
diapers, baby wipes, personal hygiene products, Kleenex, paper towels. Please consider picking up 
some of these simple items and placing them in the shopping cart located in the narthex area.  Grace 
Church volunteers at the Pantry this Saturday. Thanks to all who volunteered to help! 
 

As you pray this week, please remember these friends and hold each up in special prayer:  
The Barclay family as they mourn Becky’s mom’s passing; Family of Jason Christian; Joan Cooney; 
Karen (Mrs. Kent) Keech; Julie Jacobson; George Sellers; Denny Michel; Lois Johnson; Jackie Royer 
(Sharla’s friend); Cooper Leeman, Taylor family in Africa 
 

 
 

News You Can Use 
Sunday, August 12 
     8:45 AM Java with Jesus     
     9:15 AM Worship   
Monday, August 13 
     5:30 PM SPRC 
     7:00 PM Worship Comm 
Tuesday, August 14 
     6:00 PM Lay Leadership (Nominations)   
Sunday, August 19 
     8:00 AM Trustees 
     9:15 AM Worship   
   10:15 AM Welcome to Grace reception for Pastor Jonathan 
 
 

Please “like” our Facebook page, @storycitygrace and receive regular updates on “what’s 
happening” at Grace Church! 
 

Our website, www.grace-umc.com is full of information and pictures about the life and activities of 
our Grace Church family. Please check it out! 
 

 
 

Faithfully,  
Cathy  
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