
August 16, 2018 
 

Greetings friends,  
 
 

This week we’re completing the process begun in late April-early May 
when the Trustees moved forward in a plan to update our office 
spaces. I’m not sure that much has changed in the way of desks and 
such since we first moved the offices into the church when Ray 
Hampton was serving as our minister in the early 1990s. Oh, we’ve 
certainly had new electronic equipment a few times, but completely 
changing out desks and such is something new.  
   

When Pastor Fred started talking to me about the need to update, I 
kind of ignored him. Money was tight at the church and office furniture 

really didn’t seem like much of a priority to me. I told him I was the only one who spent much 
time in the office and I hardly had time to worry about the décor and such. All I needed was a 
working computer and a desk and I was happy. 
 

Fred had decorated his office beautifully with special chairs and elegant lamps and fancy 
artwork. He really made his office a comfortable, welcoming showplace oasis. And while I 
admired his taste, I really didn’t think much about changing the outer office. It met my needs 
and really, very few other people ever stopped in, so why spend the money? 
 

Fortunately, Fred ignored me right back and took the matter up with the Trustees, citing things 
like first impressions, esthetics and I don’t know what all. Next thing I knew, plans were 
underway to get used modular desk units from Beckey Barclay’s office as the company she 
works for was about to remodel. Then new paint and flooring was discussed and I was asked 
to accompany Kurt Carlson to pick out some possibilities at Peterson’s.  
 

The Trustees and volunteers have been all over this project from moving everything out for re-
flooring and painting, actually taping and painting the rooms, moving everything back in, 
picking up the components for the new units, purchasing new occasional furniture and desk 
chairs, moving everything out of and into the office again as the new desks were assembled 
and put into place. Whew! 
 

Thanks to Dave and Becky Barclay and their sons, Ross and John, Kurt  Carlson, George 
Janvrin, Chris Feil, Adam Hubert, Kevin Larson, Nate Warwick, Jonathan Cooney, Mark 
Hermanson and Fred Darbonne for all of your help in transforming our office spaces. Mike 
Marti helped me put together a picture collage wall and Caitlin Mander agreed to create a piece 
of art featuring our current steeple in homage to Andy Warhol’s style.  Everything is coming 
together beautifully! 
 

You are invited to pop into the office this Sunday morning on your way to the reception for 
Pastor Jonathan to see what a lovely office suite we have now!  
 

Thank you, Grace Church family! 
 

This Week at Grace – Pastor Jonathan’s message this week, “The Life in Me” is inspired by John 
6:51-58. Ray Hults will share his beautiful voice in song this week and Claudia Pauk will serve as 
liturgist! Greeters this week are Mark & Joan Barrett and LeRoy & Priscilla Johnson. Those serving as 
ushers include Andrea & Savannah Jensen and Duane & Sharon Matson. Worship begins at 9:15 
and we will officially welcome Pastor Jonathan with a reception in his honor in Fellowship Hall 
immediately after the service. Also, don’t forget to stop by the office to see all our fancy, new-to-us 
desks and furniture! Please join us!  
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Jonathan invites folks to come meet him and have a get-to-know-you chat in his office 
or he is willing to go out and meet folks in their homes. Please contact him to set up a time! 
 

                                                      Email: Jonathan.cooney07@gmail.com 
                                                      Phone: (816) 616-0466 
 

On August 21st at 7 p.m. the annual Prayer Walk for the staff and students of Roland-Story will 
be held. The event will begin at the Middle School in Roland and then will meet at both the 
Elementary and High School buildings as well. The evening will end at Harvest E-Free. Everyone is 
invited to take part in this evening of prayer. You may join us for the entire evening or just come to the 
center(s) of your choosing. At each school, we will break into small groups and pray for God’s 
guidance, protection, wisdom and peace for students, their parents, teachers and classroom 
assistants, administration, support staff, school board, auxiliary staff members, coaches. Please 
consider this your personal invitation to take part in a special evening of prayer. 
 

The Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry is always in need of paper products including: Toilet paper, 
diapers, baby wipes, personal hygiene products, Kleenex, paper towels. Please consider picking up 
some of these simple items and placing them in the shopping cart located in the narthex area.   
 

As you pray this week, please remember these friends and hold each up in special prayer:  
Sally Donald (Judy A’s sister); Joan Cooney; Karen (Mrs. Kent) Keech; Julie Jacobson; George 
Sellers; Denny Michel; Lois Johnson; Jackie Royer (Sharla’s friend); Cooper Leeman, Taylor family in 
Africa 
 
REMEMBER – the deadline for submitting September newsletter articles is Monday, August 20th. 
 

 
 

News You Can Use 
Sunday, August 19 
    8:00 AM Trustees  
    9:15 AM Worship  
  10:15 AM “Welcome to Grace Church!” Reception for Pastor Jonathan   
Sunday, August 26 
    8:15 AM Missions 
    8:45 AM Java with Jesus 
    9:15 AM Worship  
   
Coming up on September 1st – Ray and Betty Hults will be honored by their children and 
grandchildren on the occasion of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. We’re all invited to celebrate with 
them at the Roland Community Center from 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

Please “like” our Facebook page, @storycitygrace and receive regular updates on “what’s 
happening” at Grace Church! 
 

Our website, www.grace-umc.com is full of information and pictures about the life and activities of 
our Grace Church family. Please check it out! 
 

 
 

Faithfully,  
Cathy  
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