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Joyful Worship at Grace!
Pictures shared by Cathy Hermanson

The Brethren (Alan Sampson, Steve Olson, Randy Navratil and Keith Huhn) led us in a wonderful musical worship service on August 20th!
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September Birthdays

From Our Pastor
Fred Darbonne

Michelle Hassebrock
Staci Winborn
Stephani Holm
Nicole Tryon
Skylar Blagg
Riley Larson
Marilyn Webster
Cathy Hermanson
Mike Marti
Cindy Spurlock
Terry Gustason
Raymond Hults
Beckey Witthuhn

9-3
9-10
9-10
9-15
9-20
9-20
9-21
9-22
9-24
9-24
9-25
9-25
9-30

If we’re missing a birthday please accept our
apologies and let us know so we can update our
records!

Our Christian Symbols
We are thankful to Dan Webster for the fine job he
did in restoring the Christian symbol relief
sculptures at the front of our sanctuary. When we
dedicated them earlier this year we gave a brief description of
the symbols and the order in which they are placed on the
chancel wall. Several people have since asked us to put this in
writing, and we are glad that there is such interest in the
meaning of these historic Christian symbols.
There is an abundance of material on their meaning and history
symbols, and some variations in meaning, but here we try to be
(relatively) brief. We encourage you to further study if you are
interested, starting with a simple search of “Christian symbols.”
There are four rows of two symbols each, and they should be
read from top to bottom, from left to right, starting with the upper
left and ending at the lower right.

September Lectionary
September 3
Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c;
Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28
September 10
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149 or 148;
Romans 13-8-14; Matthew 18:15-20
September 17
Exodus 14:19-21; Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21;
Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35
September 24
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45;
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16
Deadline
for
submitting
Visitor
information is the 20th of each month.
Information for the weekly bulletin and
This Week at Grace is due in the office
by noon on Wednesdays.

The first symbol on the left in the top row is that of a lily. In the
Hebrew Scriptures (what we refer to as the Old Testament), we
read in Song of Solomon 2:1, “I am the rose of Sharon, and the
lily of the valleys.” Most Bible expositors agree that these words
refer to the coming Messiah, whom we recognize as Jesus. The
lily referred to is white, a symbol of holiness. Lilies are beautiful
and fragrant, also qualities ascribed to Christ. The lily in
Christian art is a well-known symbol of chastity, innocence and
purity. In pictures of the Annunciation to Mary that she will bear
a son, the Archangel Gabriel is sometimes depicted as holding a
lily branch, or Mary herself is clasping a lily, or there is a lily
nearby. The lily can also signify resurrection, making them
appropriate at Easter.
On the right in the first row we find a star. The five-pointed star
(Continued on page 5)
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G.R.A.C.E. Team “A”
Erma & Gene Schaeffer - chair
Tony & Christine Semler-Blue, Carroll &
Judy Brekke, Pat Danger, Eric Dowe,
Velda Frette, Ron & Helen Gates, Jason
& Jennifer Haglund, Zane Haglund, Bill &
Suzi Hess, Jeremy Hess, Brad & Katie
Hill, Jason & Marcia Hofsommer, Jeanne
Hohneke, Adam & Valerie Hubert, Sue
Jacobson, Julie Jacobson, Karen Keech,
Alyssa Loots, Sharla Mander, Bill &
Susan Mardock, Dave & Linda McVicker,
Ashley Miller, Judy Miller, Nate &
Malinda Warwick, Ray & Jolene Wolf

Our Sympathy
Charles Eugene Jewell passed
away on August 2, 2017. His life
was celebrated at Grace on
Monday, August 7th.
Blessed be our memories of Chuck.

Thank You!
Thank you to the Prayer
Shawl Ministry for the shawl
for Chuck. I’ve washed it up
and now use it myself! What a wonderful
thought.
Sincerely,
Ginny Jewell

Help Needed!
The year 2018 is Grace
Church’s year to be in
charge of the Loaves and
Fishes Food Pantry. We
are so thankful that Judy
Milller and Sue Bohner for stepping up to
serve as co-chairs on behalf of our
church family. Now we need to
complete that officer roster with a
secretary and a treasurer. If this
sounds like something you could help
with in 2018, please contact either Sue
or Judy or let us know in the church
office.
Grace Church’s next Loaves & Fishes
service date is Saturday, November
7th.

September Volunteers
Sunday, Sept. 3
Liturgist – Tori Fournier
Greeters – Suzy Hess & Raelynn Miller
Ashley & Sawyer Miller
Ushers – Christine Semler-Blue & Tony Blue
Eric Dowe, Erma Schaeffer
Judy Brekke, Communion help
Sunday, Sept. 10
Liturgist – George Janvrin
Greeters – Dave & Linda McVicker
Karen Keech
Ushers – Gene & Erma Schaeffer
Skylar Blagg & Riker Warwick
Sunday, Sept. 17
Liturgist – Terry Gustason
Greeters – Erma Schaeffer
Valerie, Camile & Eli Hubert
Ushers – Bill & Susan Mardock
Adam & Owen Hubert
Sunday, Sept. 24
Liturgist – Claudia Pauk
Greeters – Bill & Susan Mardock
Warwick family
Ushers – Warwick family
Brunch –
Groceries – Alyssa Loots, Erma Schaeffer, Judy Miller
Clean Up – Judy Miller, Alyssa Loots
Bulletin folders – Erma Schaeffer, Bill & Susan Mardock
Newsletter folders – Velda Frette, Erma Schaeffer, Mardocks

Children’s Music Opportunities
Our children of Grace Church have a couple of
wonderful opportunities to praise God through
music.
Erma Schaeffer and Jody Larson have led a
successful children’s bell choir for several years. The group
meets in the choir room for practices from 5:00-5:30 p.m. two
Wednesdays a month. They are scheduled to play during our
worship services five times during the school year. This choir is
for 4 yr olds thru 6th grade students.
The children’s vocal music choir meets for about 15 minutes at
the beginning of the Sunday school hour every Sunday (2nd
Sunday in September thru 2nd Sunday in May). Erma Schaeffer,
Beckey Witthuhn and Christine Semler-Blue work with this
group. This choir open to early childhood thru 6th grade students.
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Our Prayers

us in August. Thank you to Milianna Carlson, Tanner Blue, The
Brethren Quartet (Alan Sampson, Steve Olson, Randy Navratil
and Keith Huhn), and our own Ray Hults!

Chuck Jewell family; Julie Jacobson,
Denny Michel, Sawyer Miller; Parker
Witthuhn; Helen Gates; Dan Webster,
Sharon Matson, Jeanne Hohneke; Ray
Hults; George Sellers; Lois Johnson; Al
Rau; Jordan Gertsen; Rich Iverson;
Cooper Leeman, Taylor family in Africa

Rally Sunday!

Our Presence
Attendance Jul 30 – Aug 27:
Worship: 387 Total – 77 avg

Our Gifts
Offering – Jul 30 – Aug 27:
$19,286.89
Cards for Julie - We have a basket set
out in the narthex to receive special gifts
for our friend, Julie, who is battling
melanoma cancer and could use some
help. We are promoting giving gas cards,
or restaurant cards, or retail cards, but
cash or checks are certainly helpful as
well. We hope you’ll give generously in
her time of special need.

Our Service
Thanks to Patsy Jensen, Priscilla
Johnson, Jim & Shelley Hassebrock
and Cathy Hermanson for their
hospitality for District guests on Aug. 8th.
Over 100 Roland-Story students are
smiling with their new school
supplies and backpacks. Thank you for
your generous donations to the 2017
Roland-Story School Supply project!

Our Witness
We appreciate our August liturgists
Cathy Hermanson, Cheryl Semler,
Terry Gustason, Judy Brekke
We are thankful for the many ways
Mike Marti shares his faith and his
talent through his beautifully designed
banners that hang throughout our church
home. His newest effort “Run the Race
with Grace” was dedicated on August 6th.
We are grateful for the glorious
special music that was shared with

We’re excited to begin the new school year
with a busy Rally Sunday filled with special
moments and celebrations. During our worship
service, our Sunday school teachers will be
consecrated to bless them and the work they
will be doing with our students this year. Our
new third grade students will be presented with
Bibles of their very own and A Touch of Grace Bells will share
their music. Sunday school classes will meet at 10:30 in their
respective rooms. Here is the list of people who will be teaching
for us this year:
Early Childhood – 1st Grade – Beckey Witthuhn
2nd – 4th Grades – Christine Semler-Blue
5th – 7th Grades – Andrea Jensen
8th Grade (Confirmation) – Pastor Fred and Sharla Mander
Adult Study – Rhonda Hampton
Sunday School Program Director – Erica Watts
Superintendent – Gini Michel
Teaching Assistants – Denise Carlson, Eric Dowe, Tori
Fournier, Shelley Hart, Amber Hoskins, Valerie Hubert, Casey
Kahl, Annie Larson, Jody Larson, Alyssa Loots, Gini Michel,

Adult Sunday school
Our Adult Fall Study will be "When Did God
Become A Christian?" Sometimes it is hard
for us to reconcile the God of the Old and
New Testaments. In this study by David Kalas we will learn,
explore and discuss this question. All adults are invited to enjoy
coffee fellowship and then come to the choir room for study at
10:30. See you on September 10.

Youth News
Youth Group Leaders Needed We are still looking
for two dynamic youth group leaders for the 20172018 school year. We had 11 youth participating last
year and expect a few more to join in this year. It's
cool that some youth come been come to Youth
Group that we don't see at other times. Youth Group can
certainly evolve from what we started last year. Bring your vision
and energy to this very important ministry! Youth Group is led by
a Youth Council, so there will be a few organizational meetings
for that group. Currently, Youth Group meets one Wednesday
each month and one leader would serve on the Christian
Education committee as well.
If you have a passion to work with our youth, contact Shelley
Hart (515-291-8332) with questions or to volunteer.
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Confirmation 2018
Confirmation lessons begin on
Rally
Sunday
morning,
September 10th at 10:30.
Facilitators
Pastor
Fred
Darbonne and Sharla Mander are
looking forward to another wonderful
year! As with last year’s class, a couple
of field trips to churches of a different
faith are in the planning stages. On the
calendar as of this writing, is a visit to the
Greek Orthodox Church of St. George in
Des Moines on October 15th.
The Confirmation program consists of 18
sessions of instruction. The 2018
Confirmation ceremony is set for April
29, 2018.

the Thanksgiving Ingathering this year. An opportunity to be
involved with this ambitious project is being developed and will
be revealed in mid to late September.

Monthly Sunday Brunches
Our monthly Sunday brunches will begin
again after the worship service on September
24th. Sharla Mander will once again be in
charge of this effort with able assistance from
Gini Michel and Cheryl Semler. Some of the
ingredients for each meal are donated by
members of the currently serving G.R.A.C.E. Team who also
provide a couple volunteers to help with clean-up. The rest of the
meal expense is covered by the free-will offering. Money raised
each month will go to a pre-designated mission concern. In
September, proceeds will go to the Thanksgiving Ingathering to
help pay shipping costs for the health kits. On the menu this
month – Biscuits and Gravy! Please join us!
Our Symbols – cont. From page 2

in Christianity is known as the Star of Bethlehem above the
manger that represents Jesus' birth and incarnation (God the
Son being born as a human baby, yet remaining both God and
human). This symbol is also known as the Epiphany star,
remembering that this star guided the Magi to Bethlehem as they
sought to worship and present gifts to the newborn king.
On the left in the second row we see a shell with three drops of
water dripping from its lower edge. The symbol of the seashell
has been associated with baptism since the first centuries of the
Christian church. We know this from paintings on the walls of the
catacombs where early Christians worshiped which depict
people being baptized with water poured from a seashell.
Sometimes the shell, as our own example has it, is pictured with
three drops of water, which recognizes the Triune God (Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit) in whose name we are baptized. Many
also see the seashell as reminding us that, in baptism, Christ
calls us to discipleship, even as he called the first disciples by
the seashore.

UMW News
The United Methodist
Women will meet on
Wednesday,
September 13 at
1:30. A special guest speaker from
Women at the Well will be the program
this month. Erma Schaeffer has the
Mission Moment and Velda Frette is
hostess.
Our UMW has a goal of sending 100
Health/Hygiene kits to UMCOR through

On the right in the second row we see the palm branches. The
palm branches remind us of that first Palm Sunday in Matthew 1,
when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, presenting himself
as the promised Messiah, the King of the Jews, to the crowds
who had gathered there for the Passover observance. The
people cut down palm branches to wave and lay on the ground
before him, as “they cried “Hosanna; blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.” We know this as
the beginning of Holy Week, in which Jesus was betrayed,
crucified, buried, and rose on the third day.”
(Symbols continued on page 6)

- Symbols from page 5
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The communion cup is found on the left
of the third row. This symbol reminds us
of the Last Supper, which occurred on
Thursday night of that first Holy Week.
John chapters 14-17 are the most
detailed account of what happened that
evening as the disciples and Jesus
gathered to observe the Passover.
Jesus gave the meal new meaning, as
he described the cup of wine as referring
to his blood that would be shed, and the
bread as his body that would be broken,
that very next day in the crucifixion. The
broken body and the shed blood of Jesus
Christ instituted the new covenant
between God and humankind, where
now we receive God’s grace and
forgiveness through faith in the work of
Calvary on our behalf, rather than on the
old system of the sacrifice of animals in
the Old Testament system.
The Agnus Dei, or Lamb of God, is found
on the right in the third row. “Lamb of
God” is a title for Jesus that appears in
John 1:29, where John the Baptist sees
Jesus and exclaims, "Behold the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the
world." The Agnus Dei or Lamb of God
symbol, typically shows a lamb
holding a cross or a flag. The Agnus Dei
probably goes back to 5th century Rome.
In the Agnus Dei symbol, the lamb is
used to symbolize innocence and the
lamb is also a sacrificial animal. the
Agnus Dei, or Lamb of God, is an ancient
symbol of Christ and His sacrifice.
The cross stands for Christ's victory over
sin and death, which happened with
Christ’s resurrection that first Easter
morning.
In Christian symbolism, the lamb
represents Jesus, "the lamb of God."
Standing with a banner, the lamb
represents the risen Christ triumphant
over death. Standing with a cross and a
gash in its side, it symbolizes the passion
of Christ. Seated on a throne or a book,
the lamb represents the judgment of
Christ. Because the lamb is humble,
gentle, and innocent, lambs are often

fleur-de-lis has three petals, referring to the three persons of the
Holy Trinity. With its symbolism of purity and chastity, the fleurde-lis also became a symbol of the Virgin Mary.
On the right side of the bottom row is a lamp or lantern. The
lamp is most often used to represent the Word of God. It may
also be used as a symbol of wisdom taken from the parable of
the wise and foolish virgins in Matthew 25. The lamp was
associated in the Old Testament with worship, where it
symbolized God's presence. A lamp can also represent life
itself, or the Holy Spirit's indwelling. An interesting use of the
word "lamp" in the Old Testament comes from several
references to God's promise to preserve King David's
descendants ("maintain a lamp"). It is also an emblem of several
saints. A lantern calls to mind nighttime activity, and it is used
particularly as a symbol of Christ's Passion, which began in the
evening at the Garden of Gethsemane and continued under the
cover of night.
The arrangement of the symbols, read from left to right, top to
bottom, can be seen as telling the story of Christ Jesus’ life. The
lily foretells the coming messiah and some of his qualities. The
star signifies his birth. The shell commemorates his baptism by
John in the River Jordan as he began his earthly ministry. The
palms present him as King of the Jews. The cup tells us of his
saving work at Calvary. The Agnus Dei, Lamb of God,
symbolizes his victory over death. The fleur-de-lis represents
the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, which completed the
revelation of the Holy Trinity. The lamp represents the Word of
God that is proclaimed until Jesus comes again, and which
shows us the way as we follow as disciples of Christ.
If this piques your interest, go ahead and search on your own
either through an online search, or checking the titles available
through an online bookseller or a library catalog.
The
information here is just a start, and you can go as in-depth as
you choose to go. You might even want to explore the symbols
in our stained glass while you are at it. Everything in our
sanctuary and others, including the arrangement of the furniture,
has a depth of meaning to be found should you want to make the
journey.

Grace Church will participate in the Ames Area Crop Walk for
Hunger at Brookside Park in Ames beginning at 1:30 on October
8th. Please look for details for sponsoring/participation in mid to
late September bulletins and in the October Grace Visitor!

The fleur-de-lis (Fr. Fleur=flower, lis=lily),
on the bottom left, is a stylized lily. The
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Charge Conference

SWhat if you could help change the world?

Training Held
Eight members of
Grace
Church
attended the training
session
held
in
Fellowship Hall on
Tuesday, August 8th.
District
Superintendent Harlan Gillespie and
Alanna Warren led the 2-hour session
which was designed to update and
review procedures for completing the
forms and putting together the special
packets of data required at our annual
Charge Conference.
Thirty people from around the southern
tier of UM churches from the North
Central District were in attendance. We
learned the dates for our group Charge
Conferences with Grace’s turn coming
on November 5th from 2:00-4:30 at
First UMC in Boone. Districts across
the state are going to group Charge
Conferences to encourage increased
connection between area churches. It is
believed this will help to improve spiritual
health and help us all to be more
intentional in faith development.
We also learned DS Gillespie will visit
Grace on Thursday, October 12th to
learn more about our work with Pastor
Fred during his tenure. He’ll want to learn
about
processes
from
our
Congregational
Development
Team
members and will be available to answer
any of our questions about the
appointment process.
Everyone is
invited and encouraged to attend both of
these meetings.

Here is a wonderful opportunity!

Meals from the Heartland is coming up again on
September 30th in Story City. Sponsored by the RolandStory Ministerial Association, this is the 3rd year for the
event. This year, they hope to Pack the Truck with 60,000
meals and hope to raise $20,000 (just 20 cents per meal)
to fund it. Please consider donating and/or signing up to
help package meals on:
Saturday, September 30, 2017
Story City Recreation Center
(812 Elm Ave.)
We’ll have sign-up sheets in the narthex beginning on
September 3rd.
If you choose to donate, both checks and cash are
graciously accepted or you may donate online at:
www.tinyurl.com/2017SCHungerFight
Please make checks payable to:
R-S Ministerial

Church Camp Fun!

Thank you to Pastor Fred, Jim & Shelley
Hassebrock, Cathy Hermanson, Kevin
Holm, George Janvrin, Loretta Parker
and Cheryl Semler for attending the
training session.

Craig & Savannah Jensen
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August Pictures of Grace
Pictures shared by Nate Warwick, Sharla Mander, Caitlin Mander

All Church Pot-luck was a delightful event – lots of great fellowship and delicious food!
< Tanner Blue
< Judy
Andrew

The
Brethren >
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Church Council Notes
Unofficial Minutes August 28, 2017 meeting
Present: Loretta Parker (Chair), Tim Tryon (Finance), Pastor Fred, Shelley Hassebrock (SPRC); Jim Hassebrock (Trustees); Terry
Gustason (Treasurer/CDT), Cheryl Semler (Worship), Gloria Sampson (Missions); Gini Michel (Education), Pastor Fred, Cathy
Hermanson (Communications/rec. secretary)
Loretta offered a prayer and opened the meeting.
Cheryl moved the July minutes be accepted. Motion passed.

Finance: Tim reported that through July we are on budget – everything is going well! Thankful for some very generous givers
to help pay down 2015 Apportionments. Finishing up 2018 Budget – thankful for the good work of all the committees getting
their budgets turned in. Budget will be finalized in September. Terry moved budget report be accepted, carried.
Pastor's Report: Pastor Fred reported Confirmation will begin Sept 10. Planning a field trip to St. George Greek Orthodox
Church. “Trying to give our kids experiences they probably wouldn’t get elsewhere.” D.S. Gillespie really encourages Grace
th
to participate in the group Charge Conference this year. It will be held at Boone First UMC at 2:00 on Sunday, November 5 .
th
On Thursday, October 12 at 6:30, D.S. Gillespie will meet with CDT to interview them about their process and experience
these past two years. Will also be available to answer questions from anyone about the Pastor Appointment process. Fred
asked about progress on Charge Conference reports.
CDT – Pastor Fred reported this group is basically done. Last official act is to meet with D.S. to tell about CDT process.
Hopes the members will act as a resource for SPRC and new pastor.
Committee Reports: Ministry Areas
Worship: Cheryl reported lots of compliments on Summer Music and the work of Nate Warwick and Jerry Spencer in pulpit
supply. Looking into getting Brian McNamara to come talk about his Alaskan Adventure some Sunday afternoon. Initiate
North Door signage so out-of-town people can tell we are a UMC church if entering from that side of the building. Turned the
matter over to the Trustees for their consideration. Looking into refurbishing altar bouquets. Christmas Eve is on Sunday this
year; planning to have a regular morning worship service at 9:15 a.m. and our traditional candlelight service at 5:00 p.m.that
day.
Christian Education: Gini reported Erma Schaeffer and Christine Semler-Blue set up an online sign-up sheet to enlist
parent volunteers to help with Sunday school on a monthly basis. Nearly all the slots have been filled. Sunday school
materials have arrived and have been delivered to the teachers. No parents/adult volunteers have come forward to facilitate
the youth group this year. Gini outline a plan to do “Bags for Julie” during the month of October. Separate bags for kids and
adults – a special fundraiser for our friend, Julie J who is battling a pervasive melanoma cancer.
th
Missions: Gloria reported the Sept Brunch will be held on the 24 with proceeds going to the Ingathering. Working on getting
100 Health Kits put together this year. Funds will pay for shipping and toothpaste, Planning a special post-it note board to get
item donations for the kits. The December Brunch will be led by Tep Reeder (Sharla will be away). Harvest Home is slated for
th
Nov. 12 this year to accommodate Food Pantry needs. Loaves and Fishes served 48 clients in August. Claudia Pauk is
th
chair for Meals on Wheels again this year. She’ll give a mission moment about it on Sept. 30 . $353 was collected in special
offering for UMCOR Flood Relief in Texas. Ron Orth/Sharla Mander are working on Grace Church participation in the Ames
Area Crop Walk (1:30 p.m. at Brookside Park in Ames on Oct. 8). Patsy Jensen has agreed to take over as chair of the
Prayer Shawl Ministry. The Ministry has been fruitful for 10 years! The Missions committee is re-evaluating the Upper Room
Devotional magazine funding. Previous funding source is no longer available, working to determine if it is a resource that is
rd
used and should continue. Gloria asked Council a few questions regarding our Visitors Ministry. The 3 Annual Story City
th
Hunger Fight is on Sept. 30 at the Rec Center. Folks are encouraged to participate/donate on their own.
th

UMW: Gloria invited Council and the Congregation to the Wed. Sept 13 UMW meeting. A representative from the Women at
the Well organization will speak. (Women at the Well is an organization that helps women transition back into society after
prison). $500 was given to a friend in need.
Committee Reports: Administrative Area
SPRC: Shelley H reported SPRC is planning Employee Appreciation for Sept 17. Four members will attend a daylong conflict
management workshop in St. Paul
th

Leadership Development: Pastor Fred reported their work is progressing – next meeting is on September 6 .
Trustees/Memorial Committee: Jim reported the check is in the mail to pay for our new roof. The back steps (east
entrance) are finished. Trustees will supervise the installation of the new signage on the north entrance to the church.
Communications: Cathy reported some glitches with the Website are being addressed.
Meeting Adjourned.
Next meeting: Monday, September 25th, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Cathy Hermanson, Recording Secretary
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FLEXIBLE DEFERRED GIFT ANNUITY – CASE STUDY

Lewis is a 54-year-old executive at a large healthcare company. He purchased company stock during years when
the stock price was low, and now the stock has grown substantially. Lewis and his spouse, Ann, sold a vacation
home earlier this year and are looking for a way to offset the capital gain tax owed on the sale. Lewis enjoys the
challenge and responsibility of his job and is not quite ready to retire. But, he is looking at planning options that
will provide income in the future with the flexibility to retire when he is ready.
Ann: We needed a charitable deduction to avoid paying the taxes we owed from the sale of our second home.
While Lewis invested his energies at work, I spent years volunteering with our favorite charity and wanted to find a
way to make a special gift to help further its work this year.
Lewis: Ann and I were both in good health and I still enjoyed working. We were living comfortably on my current
salary, but were looking for ways to plan for retirement in the future. I wasn't quite certain when I would retire, so
we wanted to find an income source that would permit me to be flexible with my retirement date.
Ann: A gift planner from our favorite charity told us that a flexible deferred gift annuity would help us meet our
goals. Instead of selling our appreciated stock and paying high capital gain tax, we could give it to them and
receive an immediate charitable tax deduction to offset our current tax bill. The flexible deferred gift annuity would
permit us to elect to begin taking payments for life when Lewis was ready to retire.
Lewis: We decided to set up the flexible deferred gift annuity and were able to achieve all of our goals. We
received a charitable tax deduction in the year that the gift was made and experienced immediate tax savings.
When I am ready to retire, we will contact our favorite charity to begin payments, giving me the flexibility to
continue working as long as I would like. In addition, the flexible deferred gift annuity makes it possible for us to
receive a large portion of our income tax free, and this is an attractive benefit!
Grace’s Endowment Committee encourages you to consider the various ways your giving can help to Endow
Grace, preserving the future of our Church. Please contact the church office at 515-733-4712 or office@graceumc.com or visit our website at http://www.grace-umc.com/endowgrace.aspx .
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September 2017
Sun

3

Mon

4

OFFICE CLOSED

Tue

5

9:15 Worship –
Communion, Dwain
Watts sings

8:00 Trustees
9:15 Worship - bells
10:15 Coffee Fellowship
10:30 Sunday school &
Confirmation

17

11

12

9:15 Worship
10:15 Sunday Brunch
10:30 Sunday school &
Confirmation

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

21

22

23

29

30 Meals from Heartland

1:30 UMW
7:00 Choir
8:00 Bells

5:30 SPRC
7:00 Worship

18

19

9:15 Worship - choir
10:15 Coffee Fellowship
10:30 Sunday school &
Confirmation

24

6

Thu

6:00 Youth
7:00 Choir
8:00 Bells

6:30 Education

10 RALLY SUNDAY

Wed

20

7:00 Choir
8:00 Bells

25

5:30 Finance
7:00 Council

26

Cathy vacation (21 -26)

27

28

7:00 Choir
8:00 Bells
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